
Practice Profile: Ross 
Firsenbaum has a broad 
civil litigation practice 
with an emphasis on 
securities, bankruptcy 
and complex commer-
cial litigation. He has 

represented major investment banks, broker dealers, 
investment advisors, corporations and individuals in state 
and federal court litigation throughout the country, and 
has extensive experience trying FINRA arbitrations.

Leadership, Pro Bono and C iv ic  Work: 
Mr. Firsenbaum devotes substantial time to pro bono work, 
with an emphasis on wrongful incarcerations. Represent-
ing the Innocence Project and National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers, he served in 2018 as amicus 
counsel in support of Appellant Kareem Bellamy, whose 

civil action seeking damages for his wrongful incarcera-
tion was dismissed. Mr. Firsenbaum’s brief focused on 
whether a municipality could be sued based on a district 
attorney’s office’s unconstitutional Brady disclosure policy. 
Adopting arguments from his brief, which New York Law 
Journal covered, the Second Circuit reversed and rein-
stated Bellamy’s case.

Prior Experience:
Partner, WilmerHale, 2016; associate, 2006
Law clerk, Hon. Susan Beck, Massachusetts Appeals Court, 
2005-2006 

Education:
J.D., Boston College Law School, cum laude
B.A., Amherst College, magna cum laude
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The following honorees are acknowledged for their influence in their practice 
areas in New York and beyond, developing unique practice niches, employing 

creative uses of technology, amassing robust books of business, demonstrating 
strong leadership qualities, showing expertise in litigation or transactional work, 

contributing to the improvement of their institutions, and committing  themselves 
to pro bono, charitable and professional volunteer work.

OCTOBER 2019

The New York Law Journal’s Rising Stars awards recognize 

the region’s most promising lawyers under 40. 

Rising Stars

What advice would you give to young lawyers? 

Work hard, be correct, be nice, and make sure you enjoy 

what you do. Remember why you wanted to be a lawyer in 

the first place, and make a difference for your community.


